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This document breaks down the various correlations between “A 
Passion for Progress: Being a Rockstar Teacher in a Stressed-Out 

World” and OTES 2.0. “A Passion for Progress” helps teachers 
create a completely student centric classroom experience, 

facilitating learning and naturally differentiating for every student 
in the classroom. 

This program, developed by Student-Centered World LLC CEO 
Jenn Breisacher, helps teachers with all aspect of a student-
centered classroom, focusing on student engagement, lesson 

planning, and classroom design. 

This model not only reduces teacher stress, reclaims teacher time, 
and increases student success, but supports educators in their 
day-to-day duties in the classroom in direct correlation to the 

expectations set forth within OTES 2.0. 

For the purposes of this document, the “Accomplished” ratings 
have been included.  
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An AP4P educator is skilled in creating lessons through a backwards design process that is focused on 
the specific standard or group of standards that are required to be met for that content area. Through 
documented mastery charts, specific activity intent, and varying learning opportunities, all learning is 
carefully documented and advanced as each standard is mastered in a differentiated manner that is 
appropriate for each student, while also holding to timelines set forth within specifically written curriculum 
plans. 

In these lessons, students are provided with various learning opportunities that sync with the individual 
student(s) learning styles, classroom needs, and other outlying accessibility factors (like technology 
access, etc.). These opportunities are presented in a way that gives the student autonomy in both 
completion and application.  

Examples may include: curriculum development, clear targeting, focused objectives, various learning 
opportunities, student conferences, student goal setting, student reflection, etc. 
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Use of High Quality 
Student Data 

ACCOMPLISHED: 

 

The teacher thoroughly and correctly analyzes trends and patterns in at least 
two sources of high-quality student data to develop measurable and 

developmentally appropriate student growth goal(s) and monitors student 
progress toward goal(s). The teacher plans for the facilitation of 

developmentally appropriate student data collection and strategies to assist in 
student goal setting and progress monitoring

Connections to Prior and 
Future Learning 

ACCOMPLISHED: 

The teacher plans lessons that intentionally make clear and coherent connections 
with student prior and future learning and includes strategies that communicate 
the connections to students - among lesson content, other disciplines and/or 

real-world experiences. The teacher plans lessons that use the input and 
contributions of families, colleagues and/or other professionals to understand 

each student’s prior knowledge while supporting the student’s development.

Instructional Planning

Students are given learning opportunities and corresponding assessments that coincide with with the 
individual student(s) learning styles, classroom needs, and other outlying accessibility factors (like 
technology access, etc.) as learned within “A Passion for Progress”. All this is executed in a student-
centered system that is purposely crafted and implemented by the educator, carefully following student 
needs, struggles, and even objections.  

In this environment, the teacher facilitates all the learning that happens in the classroom, but the design 
of the execution of this content allows for them to have personal relationships with each student in the 
class. This helps with genuine warmth, caring, and sensitivity to students as individuals in a natural 
manner of rapport. 

Examples may include: curriculum development, clear targeting, focused objectives, various learning 
opportunities, specific differentiated tools, formative assessment examples, student conferences, 
student goal setting, student reflection, etc.

Focus for Learning:
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Connections to State 
Standards and District 

Priorities

ACCOMPLISHED: 
  

The teacher’s instructional plan incorporates activities, assessments and 
resources, including available technology, that align with student needs, 

school and district priorities, and Ohio’s Learning Standards. The teacher 
participates in studying and evaluating advances in content and/or provides 

input on school and district curriculum. 

Planning instruction for the 
whole child 

ACCOMPLISHED: 

The teacher’s instructional plan reflects consistent connections to student 
experiences, culture and developmental characteristics. These may include 
prior learning, abilities, strengths, needs, individual talents, backgrounds, 

skills, language proficiency and interests. The instructional plan draws upon 
input from school professionals and outside resources.

The training process in “A Passion for Progress” helps the teacher go through a process of creating lessons 
through a backwards design process that is focused on the specific standard or group of standards that are 
required to be met for that content area. By utilizing this method of lesson creation and execution, this allows 
the teacher to automatically differentiate for each student by creating targeted goals through mastery of 
content, standards, objectives, and personal learning. 

Students are given learning opportunities and corresponding assessments that coincide with with the individual 
student(s) learning styles, classroom needs, and other outlying accessibility factors (like technology access, 
etc.). All this is executed in a student-centered system that is purposely crafted and implemented by the 
educator, carefully following student needs, struggles, and even objections. This process allows for both 
student and teacher reflection on both student progress and learning needs as content is disseminated. 

Examples may include: curriculum development, clear targeting, focused objectives, various learning 
opportunities, specific differentiated tools, formative assessment examples, student conferences, student goal 
setting, student reflection, etc.

AP4P teachers go through a meticulous planning strategy that scaffolds and differentiates the information and 
activities given in relation to standards, mastery, and completion through various resource materials and 
learning opportunities. 

This includes outside-the-box thinking in regards to not only resources available within the confines of the 
school, but also opportunities and activities that tie in the community via partnerships or outreach to help 
engage students with hands-on, real life opportunities within each base of content structure. This is encouraged 
in-person and virtually as accessible. 

Examples may include: planning templates, various levels of community outreach via members or 
interconnected activities, research-based activities and assessments, etc.

Knowledge of Students
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Communication with 
Students

ACCOMPLISHED: 

The teacher is consistent and effective in communicating differentiated learning goals 
(such as needs based, interest based, strength based), expectations for mastery and 

models of exemplary performance to students through multiple communication 
techniques. The teacher consistently demonstrates content knowledge by using 

content-specific, developmentally appropriate language and content-specific 
strategies to engage students. The teacher’s communication strategies and questioning 
techniques engage students in higher-level and creative thinking and stimulate student-

to-student interactions. The teacher gives students substantive, specific and timely 
feedback to support individual student learning. The teacher gives students 

opportunities to engage in self-assessment, provide feedback to each other and 
reflect on their own strengths and challenges.

The training process in “A Passion for Progress” helps the teacher go through a process of creating lessons 
through a backwards design process that is focused on the specific standard or group of standards that are 
required to be met for that content area. By utilizing this method of lesson creation and execution, this allows the 
teacher to automatically differentiate and scaffold student goals and objectives with their lesson activities with a 
specific sequence of learning activities and assessments via content, standards, objectives, and personal 
learning. 

All this is completed through various learning opportunities followed by or in congruence with several formative 
and summative assessments based on the student(s) learning styles, classroom needs, and other outlying 
accessibility factors (like technology access, etc.). There are multiple, continuous opportunities for both student 
choice and voice throughout each unit and activities and assessments are aligned with hands-on learning 
opportunities.  

Examples may include: curriculum development, clear targeting, focused objectives, various learning 
opportunities, specific differentiated tools, formative assessment examples, student conferences, student goal 
setting, student reflection, etc.

“A Passion for Progress” focuses heavily on classroom design and relationship building. This helps create an 
environment that is conducive to not only learning, but thriving. With lessons naturally differentiating for each 
student in the classroom, it helps with a level of both contentment in ones own learning and a natural 
atmosphere of being challenge intellectually. Collaboration is a key part of this system and allows the students to 
work on soft skills and 21st century competencies through their day-to-day interactions with one another and the 
content material. 

In this environment, the teacher facilitates all the learning that happens in the classroom, but the design of the 
execution of this content allows for them to have personal relationships with each student in the class. This helps 
with genuine warmth, caring, and sensitivity to students as individuals in a natural manner of rapport. 

Examples may include: student growth and achievement, visual and emotional community, student feedback

Monitoring student 
understanding 

ACCOMPLISHED: 

The teacher consistently monitors, addresses, articulates and anticipates 
individual student confusion or misconceptions by presenting information in 

multiple formats and clarifying content as he or she sees challenges. 

Instruction and Assessment

Lesson Delivery
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Student-Centered  
Learning

ACCOMPLISHED: 

Learning is primarily self-directed with the teacher in the role of facilitator 
encouraging students to apply their knowledge and skills as developmentally 

appropriate. The teacher encourages students to persist in the learning tasks. The 
teacher effectively combines independent, collaborative and whole class learning 

opportunities to maximize student learning. Teacher routinely promotes 
opportunities for students to actively take part in developing goals toward mastery, 

and students are responsible for deciding how to demonstrate their learning. 
Instructional strategies, pacing and resources are differentiated to make the lesson 

accessible and challenging for all students, while supporting the various learning 
needs of individual students.

The entire premise of “A Passion for Progress” is to help the teacher become a 100% student-centered educator. 
An AP4P teacher goes through a process of creating lessons through a backwards design process that is 
focused on the specific standard or group of standards that are required to be met for that content area. By 
utilizing this method of lesson creation and execution, this allows the teacher to automatically differentiate and 
scaffold student goals and objectives with their lesson activities with a specific sequence of learning activities 
and assessments via content, standards, objectives, and personal learning, allowing for learning and 
advancement to take place based-on student intent and encouragement of higher order thinking and reasoning. 

This encourages multiple formative assessment checks throughout the unit as addressed with mastery chart 
competencies and targets. This helps to keep each individual student at a pace that is appropriate for their own 
learning needs and also syncs with time guidelines of written curriculum. 

Examples may include: various learning opportunities, specific differentiated tools, formative assessment 
examples, project-based assessments, student conferences, etc.

Classroom Routines and 
Procedures

ACCOMPLISHED: 

The teacher and students have collaboratively established consistent use of 
routines, procedures and transitions that are effective in maximizing 

instructional time. On-task behavior is evident and ensured by students. 
Students initiate responsibility for effective operation of the classroom. 

“A Passion for Progress” focuses heavily on classroom design and relationship building. This helps create an 
environment that is conducive to not only learning, but thriving. With lessons naturally differentiating for each 
student in the classroom, it helps with a level of both contentment in ones own learning and a natural atmosphere 
of being challenge intellectually. This encourages questioning the content not only on a level of understanding, but 
also to challenge oneself to learn more through intrigue.  

This environment encourages intellectual risk taking and fosters a collaborative mindset amongst peers in the 
class. This climate sets the expectation of best effort and student autonomy and working at a top tier level of effort. 

Examples may include: student growth and achievement, visual and emotional community, student feedback, etc.

Classroom Environment
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Classroom Climate and 
Cultural Competency 

ACCOMPLISHED: 

The teacher intentionally creates a classroom environment that shows consistent 
evidence of rapport and expectations for respectful, supportive and caring 

interactions with and among students and the teacher. There is demonstration of 
regard for student perspectives, experiences and culture. The teacher models 
expectations and behaviors that create a positive climate of openness, respect 
and care. The teacher anticipates and effectively addresses needs related to 

student sense of wellbeing. The teacher seeks and is receptive to the thoughts 
and opinions of individual students and the class. When appropriate, the teacher 

includes other school professionals and/or community resources to ensure all 
students are recognized and valued. 

AP4P teachers create an environment in their classroom that fosters self-direction within a collaborative 
community. Polices and procedures are engrained within the day-to-day of the classroom and allow for the 
student(s) to self-regulate by design. By utilizing this method, it allows the teacher to focus more on teaching 
than behavior and allows for an environment to automatically differentiate and scaffold student goals and 
objectives with their lesson activities with a specific sequence of learning activities and assessments via 
content, standards, objectives, and personal learning while also supporting, and being supported by, their peers.  

In this environment, the teacher facilitates all the learning that happens in the classroom, but the design of the 
execution of this content allows for them to have personal relationships with each student in the class. This 
helps with genuine warmth, caring, and sensitivity to students as individuals in a natural manner of rapport. 

Examples may include: student goal setting work, student feedback, mastery charts, development of 
resources, student conferences, collaborative interactions

Use of Assessments 

DISTINGUISHED !LEVEL 4 

   

Student behavior is entirely appropriate. Students take an active role in 
monitoring their own behavior and/ or that of other students against 

standards of conduct. Teacher monitoring of student behavior is subtle and 
preventive. The teacher’s response to student misbehavior is sensitive to 

individual student needs and respects students’ dignity.

AP4P teachers create an environment in their classroom that fosters self-direction within a collaborative 
community. By utilizing this method of lesson creation and execution, this allows the teacher to automatically 
differentiate and scaffold student abilities and behaviors within their lesson activities via a specific sequence of 
learning activities and assessments in a student-centered manner. Each assignment is specifically designed 
and implanted to build mastery of a subject area and that is verified by data that is curated by both the teacher 
and student(s). 

Students are given learning opportunities and corresponding assessments that coincide with with the individual 
student(s) learning styles, classroom needs, and other outlying accessibility factors (like technology access, 
etc.). All this is executed in a student-centered system that is purposely crafted and implemented by the 
educator, carefully following student needs, struggles, and even objections. This process allows for both student 
and teacher reflection on both student progress and learning needs as content is disseminated. 

Examples may include: student goal setting work, student feedback, mastery charts, student conferences, 
collaborative interactions, etc.

Assessment of Student Learning
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Evidence of Student 
Learning 

ACCOMPLISHED: 

The teacher uses at least two sources of high-quality student data to 
demonstrate growth and/or achievement over time, showing clear evidence of 

above expected growth and/or achievement for most students. 

An AP4P educator is cognizant of the need to create assignments and activities that are constant markers of 
learning and can be monitored in real time by both the student(s) and the teacher. This is handled in a variety of 
manners on a spectrum of traditional means to high-level technical programs. Since the atmosphere of the 
classroom is one of building individual relationships between the teacher and each student in the classroom 
personally, feedback is constant and data is consistently monitored. 

There is also multiple avenues for the use of technology worked into the model, including flipping the classroom 
and a number of self-grading data measures to help with instant feedback to help with student growth and 
success. This collaborative work environment is hands-on and individualized while facilitating learning within the 
larger classroom community of peer interactions. 

These lessons rigorously align to the curriculum, standards, and objectives set forth in a student-led manner with 
constant monitoring of data and mastery charts by the teacher. Assignments are fluid and are appropriately laid 
out for the student(s) in a way that makes sense for their own pace, needs, and instructional flow. Students are 
held accountable to keep note of their learning needs and progress with daily interactions from the teacher. 

Examples may include: various learning opportunities, specific differentiated tools, formative assessment 
examples, project-based assessments, student conferences, student feedback, collaborative interactions, 
student growth and achievement, visual and emotional community, student reflection, etc. 
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Professionalism

Communication and 
collaboration with families 

ACCOMPLISHED: 

The teacher uses multiple effective and appropriate communication and 
engagement strategies with individual students and families. These ongoing 

strategies promote two-way communication, active participation and 
partnerships that contribute to each student’s learning, well-being and 

development. 

“A Passion for Progress” helps teachers to develop meaningful ways to communicate with families on a 
regular basis, keeping them involved with their student(s) educational goals and advancements. This 
can be in terms of student(s) success, challenges, classroom activities, events, assignments, etc. 

Examples may include: email records, phone call records, mailing records, tech tools, newsletters, etc.

Communication and 
collaboration with 

colleagues 

ACCOMPLISHED: 

The teacher initiates effective communication and collaboration with 
colleagues outside the classroom, resulting in improvements in student 

learning, individual practice, school practice and/or the teaching profession.

Once “A Passion for Progress” is completed, teachers will have the opportunity to enroll and receive 
“Workshop in a Box”, which is all the pieces of an introductory workshop on student-centered learning 
that can be given to others to help them also adapt the student-led model of instruction. 

Professional learning

ACCOMPLISHED: 

The teacher consistently pursues best practices and sets, monitors and 
reflects on progress toward meeting short-term and long-term professional 

goals based on data analysis to improve student learning. The teacher takes 
appropriate action to meet the goals. The teacher collaborates with 

colleagues and others to share best practices.

“A Passion for Progress” participants have the opportunity to become members of our “Student-
Centered World Scholars” Facebook community, a private group of educators within the program that 
can not only help one another, but also have access to a live Q/A once per month with any questions or 
troubleshooting that has come up for those teacher participants. Student-Centered World LLC also 
offers free podcasts, multiple social media accounts, and emails to give out more information and 
helpful teacher tips including tech-tools, classroom management ideas, “hot topics” in education, etc. 
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