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Designing a Classroom Where
Students Choose to Engage
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Welcome to Week 2 in the July Jumpstart summer workshop series.

Transform your classroom with the power of strategic choice. Remember those
electric moments when students owned their learning? That's what happens when
you shift from directing to designing, giving students the illusion of control while

you masterfully steer the ship. This workshop reveals how to:

e Structure "choose-your-path” lessons that feel student-driven but are teacher-
guided
Design intentional choices...whether exploring concepts or demonstrating
mastery
Create buy-in as students champion their ideas (orchestrated by you)

No chaos. Just engaged learners and purposeful outcomes. The secret?
You're not losing control...you're upgrading it. Let's begin.

SECTION 1: THE PROBLEM
SECTION 2: THE MiNDSET SHiFT
SECTION 3: STUDENT CHOICE BASICS
SECTION 4: STRATEGIES iN ACTiON
CLOSING: YOUR PLAN
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7) SECTION 1: THE PROBLEM
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When have you seen students deeply engaged outside class?
What sparked it?
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SECTION 2: THE MiNDSET SHiFT
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SECTION 3: STUDENT CHOICE BASICS

“Stwﬁents &ht resist eeowning_. T‘ﬁey_ resist 'geing_ wntro&eo@.u

Research Snapshot:

Circle the finding that surprises you most:
¢ Choice increases homework

Myth Busting:
"Choice = Chaos" - Actually:

completion.
Brainstorm one "illusion of choice" for your class: M Gamified practice boosts
ie. Do you want o write Your ana/ysis or debate i7" reten tion

# Flexible seating reduces
disruptions.
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> Student Choice <

The most

classroom tactic.

D
&4

Implementing student choice will

3-5 options is the sweet apol (Palall, E. A, Cooper. H.,

Robineon, J. C. (2008). Thooﬁomofchoicoonml
monvaclon and related outcomes. a mots

r rch findings. Psy grcal budetm, 134(2) 270)

"Results revealed that when students
received a they
reported higher intrinsic motivation to do
homework, felt more competent
regarding the homework, and performed
better on the unit test compared with
when they ..the
relationship between perceptions of
receiving autonomy support from
teachers and intrinsic motivation for
schoolwork could be fully accounted for

by students’

“Over a 4 year period, among
other things, this shift consistently
resulted, for the students, in

a
the
state test, and changes in

“Results indicated that
providing choice
enhanced

“It was determined there is a positive
significant difference in the engagement
level of students who have a choice in

compared to students
who are . It was also
determined there is a positive significant
difference in the engagement level of
students who were offered
compared to students
who were seated in
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ie. "Limit choices to 2-3 rigorous options."

MY SOLUTION:
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